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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
362. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the relatively short time frame for these closures, how can the public have 
any certainty of power reliability post-2030 when the minister cannot provide me with any details of how peak 
energy demand will be satisfied? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
That statement is not correct. I have just outlined to the member how that will be achieved. I will make that clear. 
Let us not have this verballing. The member is adopting the practices of the member for Vasse by making a statement 
not supported by what just transpired. I actually outlined to the member why the Australian Energy Market Operator 
rejects the member’s argument and why it says the member is wrong. Then the member gets up and claims that 
I have not said what I already provided. 
As I said to the member before, the plan is in detail. It is the result of a long process of consultation involving Synergy, 
Energy Policy WA, Western Power, the Department of Treasury and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. 
It is a careful plan that we know can work. 
Dr D.J. Honey: Are you releasing it? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I released it yesterday. I do not understand. I do not get the member’s behaviour. He does 
not listen to anybody. He says that the Australian Energy Market Operator says that this was not a good plan when 
it put out a media release to say it welcomed the plan. He says that others in the industry do not support it when 
the WA Independent Power Association made very positive comments. He says that it is not a sensible plan, yet 
everybody in the industry has already said that it is a sensible plan. Is the member saying it is a sensible plan? 
Dr D.J. Honey: I think the closure is actually something that was inevitable. It is the detail of how you respond. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: On one side, we have the Australian Energy Market Operator, Western Power, Synergy, 
Energy Policy WA, the Department of Treasury and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet giving advice to 
me, the Premier and the rest of the cabinet. On the other side, we have the Leader of the Liberal Party. The member 
thinks that we should listen to him. It is never going to happen. 
I want to finish by reminding the member of the chaos that he would like to see. The last government tried to get 
rid of the capacity market. It tried to have Western Australia regulated as part of the national electricity market. Today 
the Australian Energy Market Operator—the business the member is talking about—suspended the national electricity 
market. There is currently only one electricity market in Australia—that is, the wholesale electricity market here in 
Western Australia. The national electricity market does not exist anymore because it has been suspended from today. 
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